
STATE OF INDIANA     )  MARION CIRCUIT AND SUPERIOR   
        )  COURTS   
COUNTY OF MARION     )    
        ) 
In Re Local Criminal Rules)  
 

Order Proposing Local Criminal Rules Amendments, Finding Good 
Cause to Deviate from the Schedule for Amending Local Court Rules, 

and Requesting Comments  
 
 The Judges of the Marion County Courts, pursuant to Trial Rule 81(D), now find 

that good cause exists to deviate from the schedule established by the Division of State 

Court Administration for the publishing of local rules and propose that the following 

local criminal rule amendments be adopted in compliance with the provisions of Trial 

Rule 81.  Accordingly, the Court issues the following proposed amendments to the 

Criminal Law Local Rules and asks for comment from the bar and the public.  

Underlining indicates proposed additions and striking through indicates deletions. 

Comments to these proposed Local Rules will be received through Noon on 

April 4, 2008.  Comments to these proposed Local Rules should be e-mailed to the 

Office of the Court Administrator, c/o Glenn Lawrence, at Glawrenc@indygov.org, or 

mailed to:      

                                         Glenn Lawrence 
                               Office of the Court Administrator 

       Marion County Circuit and Superior Courts 
      200 East Washington St., Ste. T-1221 

Indianapolis, IN  46204. 
 
 All of the above is so ORDERED this 3rd day of March, 2008. 
 
 
       /s/ Gerald S. Zore*   
       Judge Gerald S. Zore 
       Presiding Judge 
 
* Original signature on file with the Court. 



 
 
LR49-CR00-108.  BAIL 
 
Bail shall be set in accordance with the this Marion Superior Court Rule. on Admission to 
Bail and Pretrial Release as amended and subject to changes by judicial order.  
 
The Marion Superior Court has adopted as a tool for setting an appropriate bail the 
Northpointe COMPAS Risk Assessment software application.  Will use an appropriate 
risk assessment tool and Tthe Bail Guideline Matrix herein is designed to provide 
information and guidance to the Probation Staff and judicial officers of the Arrestee 
Processing Center (APC) in setting the initial bail or in altering bail amounts. in order to 
maintain compliance with the federal court order governing population limits in the 
Marion County Jail.  The individual Judges, Magistrates and Commissioners of the 
Marion Superior Court retain discretionary authority to adjust bail as individual 
circumstances may require.  This discretionary authority to set or alter bail is limited, 
however, to those individuals, whose cases are under the direct jurisdiction of a specific 
Judge, Magistrate or Commissioner.   
 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
The COMPAS Risk Assessment tool is a computerized database and analysis system 
developed from many years of research into criminological factors surrounding the 
commission of crimes.  Detailed statistical modeling was also employed to ensure a 
scientific basis for the criminological factors and the risk an individual poses for four 
distinct categories of behavior – violence, recidivism, flight (failure to appear) and non-
compliance (technical violations). 
 
COMPAS is based on a series of questions and answers provided by each individual 
brought to the Arrestee Processing Center (APC) following an arrest for a criminal 
offense.  The questionnaires used in this process are set forth in Appendix B which is 
made part of this rule. Verification of the information provided shall be attempted by 
Probation staff of the Marion Superior Court.  For purposes of the Bail Guideline Matrix, 
the Marion Superior Court is using only the risk factors of violence and failure to appear  
(FTA). 
 
 
CHARGE SEVERITY LEVELS 
 
There shall be six charge severity levels for misdemeanors and felonies as set forth in 
Appendix A which is a part of this Rule. 
 
COMPAS RISKASSESSMENT FACTORS 
 
Based upon the questions asked of individuals arrested for criminal offenses at the APC 
and the information provided and verified, the COMPAS risk assessment tool will 
generate a violence factor and an FTA factor risk assessment score for each person.  
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There are seven separate violence categories ranging from a low of 1 to a maximum of 
10.  There are 3 separate FTA categories in ranges from 1-3, 4-7, and 8-10. 
 
BAIL GUIDELINES MATRIX 
 
The amount of recommended bail or an individual’s eligibility for release on his or her 
personal own recognizance (OR) or the pretrial conditions established for an individual’s 
release are reflected in the Bail Guideline Matrix set out in Appendix C B and made a 
part of this Rule.  The Matrix applies the charge severity levels to the COMPAS risk 
assessment Risk Factors score.  The Matrix recommends release, release to pretrial with 
conditions, release to Marion County Community Corrections and bail amounts.  The 
Matrix provides an option to either set a bail amount or a release with conditions in 
consideration of the charge severity and COMPAS Risk Factors. 
 
APC INITIAL HEARING COURT 
 
The initial hearings for all individuals brought to the APC as a result of an arrest for a 
criminal offense and for which misdemeanor and/or D felony charges are filed shall be 
conducted by the judicial officers at the APC Court.  All other felony charges and all of 
the charges filed against an individual after that individual has been released from the 
APC shall be heard in an initial hearing conducted in the Court where the case was 
randomly assigned pursuant to Local Rule. 
 
Any individual who remains in custody following his or her initial hearing at the APC 
Court shall have a bond hearing or pretrial conference scheduled in the Court where the 
case has been randomly assigned for the next available date consistent with the Judge’s 
scheduling order.  For all domestic violence cases where an individual remains in custody 
following the initial hearing at the APC Court, a bond hearing shall be scheduled within 
four business days from the date of the initial hearing in the Court where the case has 
been randomly assigned. within the 72 hour deadline established by state statute.    
 
INMATE MANAGEMENT RELEASES 
 
The Marion Superior Court is committed to ensuring the Marion County Jail remains in 
compliance with a Federal Court Order establishing population limits.  The judicial 
officers assigned to the APC Court, under the direct supervision of designated judges and 
the Executive Committee of the Superior Court shall have the authority and discretion to 
adjust bail and set release conditions on any individual subject to the Court’s jurisdiction 
for purposes of maintaining the population of the jail within the limitations of the federal 
order.  
 
In making decisions to adjust bail or set release conditions, the judicial officers of the 
APC shall confer with officials of the Marion County Sheriff’s Department to determine 
the number of bail adjustments or releases that are required on a particular date.  The 
APC judicial officers shall only adjust bail and release individuals from the jail to 
accommodate the Sheriff’s specific request for relief in meeting the federal limit.  The 
Judicial officers, when making these decisions, shall use all reasonably available 



Revised 7/31/2007 3

information, including but not limited to, COMPAS Risk Factors and the Bail Guidelines 
Matrix, court files, case chronologies, probation files and the Sheriff’s jail management 
system.   
 
BAIL POSTINGS 
 
Judges, Magistrates and Commissioners (Judicial Officers) shall have the ability to 
determine the appropriate bond type for each individual charged with a criminal offense. 
 
If a judicial officer specifies the bond be a cash bond (CS) then one hundred percent 
(100%) of the bond amount must be posted in cash.  Cash bonds shall not be 
interchangeable with any other bond type. 
 
If a judicial officer specifies the bond be a surety bond (SR), only a licensed bonding 
agent may post the bond for that individual.  Surety bonds shall not be interchangeable 
with any other bond types, however it may be paid by posting the full amount as a cash 
bond (CS). 
 
If a judicial officer specifies the bond be a cash bond (CS) then one hundred percent 
(100%) of the bond amount must be posted in cash.  Cash bonds shall not be 
interchangeable with any other bond type. 
 
If a judicial officer specifies the bond be a ten percent (10%) cash percent refundable  
bond (PR) the bond may be satisfied by posting a PR, SR or CS bond. 
 
Judicial officers have the authority to require a combination of different bond types to 
satisfy a single bail in an individual situation.  The posting of such a split bond must 
satisfy the requirements of this section.   
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